and each well received one of the biotinylated type-and subgroup-specific monoclonal antibodies. The type-specific monoclonal antibodies were Osaka National Hospital AH49 for serotype 1, AG12 for serotype 2, AC5 for serotype 3 and AE18 for serotype 4. Following incubation for 90 min, the plates were washed and streptavidin-peroxidase conjugates were added. Following incubation for 10 min, the plates were washed and substrate (hydrogen peroxide and o-phenylenediamine) was added, and the A500 of each well was measured with a microplate reader. Readings greater than 0.05 were considered positive. The results are shown in Table 1 . We were able to classify 23 out of 24 strains (95.8%) into two of the four previously established serotypes. One specimen, strain CM17-121, could not be serotyped. All of the 19 specimens of serotype 1 were identified, by the used subgroup-specific monoclonal antibodies, as subgroup II and all of the four of serotype 2 as subgroup I. The unserotyped CM17-1 was identified as subgroup I. All of the strains of subgroup I except for CM17-1 showed the S pattern and all of the strains of subgroup II showed the L pattern of the RNA-electropherotype. One strain (S78) isolated from a fecal specimen collected in Bangkok was of serotype 1 and of subgroup II, through the original fecal specimen had shown L + S pattern of the RNA-electropherotype.
Previous studies, one carried out in Italy by solid-phase immune electron microscopy and the others performed in Australia, Central African Republic and Japan by ELISA with serotypespecific monoclonal antibodies have shown that although the majority of stool rotaviruses belong to serotype 1, the frequency of detection of other serotypes varies considerably from one study to another.
In this report, serotypes 1 (79.2%) and 2 (16.7%) strains were detected but neither of the serotypes 3 and 4 were detected in 24 specimens collected in Thailand in 1984 and 1985. Serotype 1 was predominant in three parts (North-Eastern, Central and Northern) of Thailand, and serotype 2 strain was not detected in Chiang Mai in the north. The distances between Khon Kaen, Bangkok and Chiang Mai vary from 440 to 680 km as shown in the map (Fig. 1) 
